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HE  .story  of  the  I'pper  Cana.lian  Relieliion  forms  oir.  of  the 
most    meiiioral.le,   and    at    tho   same  time  one  of  tlie  most 
'■<m^^'       instructive  chapters   in    tlie    history   of  our  country.      It   is 
#^^'^      ^^^'^  ^^^'^y  '^^  a"  ill-plannod  and  feebly -c-onducted  movement, 
<Jjg^«c*        which   never  contained    witliiu  it.self  the  essential  elements 
^^  of  success,  jiiid  which,  from  a  military  point  of  view,  ended 

in  i<,Mionn"nou.s  failure  and  disaster,  it  was  however  hy  no  means  a  t,>/(i/ 
failure.  It  aroused  the  attention  of  hnperial  lej^islators  to  the  wron.rs 
sustained  by  their  fellow-subjects  in  these  colonies.  It  stimulated  in.juiry, 
and  ini(uiry  led  to  the  recognition  of  insufferable  grievances.  This  reco«<'- 
nition  was  but  the  preliminary  to  substantial  redress.    The  most  important 
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refonns  for  wliii-h  tlio  iiiiKlL'rato-mindtMl  iinionfr  the  insiirnfonts  had  con- 
tende'l  wun-  ultiiiiritcly  fonccdi'il,  and  the  d(»niinati<tn  of  the  oligarchy, 
which  liad  h)nu;  had  its  heel  upon  the  neck  of  UpptT  Canatlian  lilieity 
was  l)roiiL,dit  to  an  end. 

The  insurrection,  then,  though  unsuccessful  in  the  tield,  was  tri- 
umphant in  the  senate,  and  was  the  means  of  acceleratini,'  reforms  which, 
without  its  assistaiiec,  would  certainly  have  l)een  lonn  delayed. 

For  various  reasons,  no  accurate  or  compreliensive  account  of  tliis 
KJLjniticant  niuvciuciit  hns  ever  licen  wi'itteii.  For  some  years  aftei"  its 
close,  reproach  and  ii^nominy  rested  upon  all  who  had  heen  concerned  in 
it,  and  they  had  thus  strong  motives  for  maintaining  silence  on  the  subject. 
As  time  passetl  l)y,  and  the  mists  of  jirejuiiict!  l)egan  to  roll  away,  one  after 
another  of  the  chief  actors  in  the  ilivima  sank  into  the  grave.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  Macken/.ii\  in  ISO  I,  an  account  of  his  life  was  given  to  the 
world  liy  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Charles  Lind.sey.  It  necessarily  embodied  a 
goorl  deal  of  matter  relating  to  the  rebtsllion  in  which  Mr.  Mackenzie  had 
so  large  a  share.  It  is  a  work  of  nnich  value,  and  it  justly  erdianceil  the 
literary  reputation  of  its  author  But  Mr.  Lindsey  was  of  course  com- 
pelled to  write  from  su.eh  materials  as  w(Me  before  him,  and  his  narrative 
is  mainly  founded  upon  Mr.  Mackenzie's  own  papeis.  I'nder  such  circum- 
stances it  was  impossible  to  avoid  strong  bias.  .\bjre<ner,  since  Mr, 
Lindsey's  work  was  written,  much  additional  light  has  been  thrown 
upon  the  >.ubjict-matter  from  various  sources,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
who  are  entitled  to  speak  with  authority  on  such  a  (piestiou,  the  time  has 
come  when  the  true  story  of  the  Upper  Canadian  Rebellion  sho>ild  bi; 
laid  before  the  |)ublic. 

Inipres.sed  by  these  well-recognized  facts,  th  'luthor  of  the  {)resent 
Work  has  ui\dertaken  to  tell  the  story  in  detail.  He  has  for  some  years 
past  Vieen  engaged  in  collecting  material  for  it,  and  has  accunndated  such 
a  mass  of  facts,  letters,  pamphlets  and  documents  as  are  not  elsewhere  to 
be  found.  A  few  months  since  he  became  po.ssessed  of  the  jtapers  and 
corri'spondence  of  the  late  Hon.  John  Rolph — a  name  still  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  the  peojile  of  this  Province  —  whose  connection  with  the 
artairs  of  lSu7-'38,  has  always  been  supposed  to  have  been  as  intimate 
as  was  that  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  himself.     The  nature  and  extent  of  that 
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coniu'ctii'ii  is  madi'  sutliricntly  clear  I'lum  fclu-  cnrrc'sjupii.li'iicf  ami  dncu- 
uionts  iibo\o  lU'ferred  tn,  wliich  inoivovt  r  thniu  i\  luw  li^lit  uimn  at  lia>t 
one  pri)l>loiu  which  has  liitlicrto  I'l't-n  lo^arilcd  as  jii^dIuIiK'.    ( 'oiispicudiis 
anionj^  th(!  tlocunients  is  a  vohiiniiious  |iai»er  in  the  haii'lwiitiiii: ol'  l)i 
Hdlph  hiinsi;lt',  embodying  a  i«'vit'\\  of  the  facts  and  circunistancfs  luac 
f  mis,  \\\nm  tlif  lisin^^f  near  Toronto,  and  the  det't-at  at  MontLjoniery's.     This 

paper  it  is  pi'oposed  to   piihlish  in  I'lill   in  the   body  of  the  wnvk     with  an 
analysis  and  notes.     The  collection  as  a  wholi-  is  .if  the  InLi'lte'-t   \alne 
and  a  careful  diirest  of  it   will   be  iiielnded   in   the   ■  Sti'l'y  of  thf  l'|>|"'i' 
Canadian  Rebellion." 

The  various  sensational  episodes  arisiiiL;  out  of  tlie  iii--ui  reetinn  ate 
of  a  cliaracter  which  at  Hrst  j^daupe,  seem  b>  I'e  bi.-tter  titteil  ti>  adorn  the 
pages  of  romance  than  the  suber  pages  of  histury  'I'lie  Sunday  ni.;ht 
meutinij'  at  Moiiti^omerv's ;  the  secri't  inter\iew  on  the  billowinL'  dav 
between  Mackenzie  and  tin'  mysteridus  Ivxecutive;  tin  capture  ajid  escape 
of  Powell  :  tile  shodtiui;  ami  death  of  .Anderson  ;  the  extraordinary  inci- 
dents connected  with  tlie  Kla  .;•  of 'I'ruee;  the  flight,  arrest  and  final  escape 
of  Dr.  liolpli  ;  the  afhnr  at  Montgonieiy's  ;  the  esca|)e  of  Mackenzie,  the 
tle\iovis  and  prolongcfl  wanderings  of  I.,ount,  his  captuiv  and  final  extcii- 
tion  ;  tlie  burninu  of  tlie  C'((/'o//i;c— thu.se  are  merely  a  few  of  the  thrilling 
events  which  the  writer  will  be  caUed  upon  to  describe  at  full  length. 
They  will  stand  out  in  bold  relief  from  the  mere  record  of  political  com- 
plication.s,  and  will  add  /.est  an<l  aniniation  to  a  nari'ati\'e  which,  told 
e\en  in  the  liare'st  outline,  would  lie  of  .surpassing  interest  and  power. 

As  t.o  the  value  of  sucli  a  wnik  as  tht  (jiie  hereby  annouiiccil.  iherc 
cannot,  of  course,  Im  two  npinions.  It  will  be  written  from  a  Liberal  but 
non-partisan  ])o'u\t  ><['  \iew,  and  the  autlior's  main  oiiject,  fiMUi  fir>t  to 
last,  will  be  to  record  the  truth,  without  iear  or  favour. 

Speaking  mechanically,  it  will  be  the  hiiest  specimen  nf  book -making;' 
ever  is.'^ued  from  the  ( 'anadian  ju'ess. 
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CONDITIONS    OP    PUBLICATION. 

Tin-  WMik  will  1„.  s,,l(l  hy  Mil).scrii.tion,un.l  coinplefiMl  in  two  volumes, 
H.y.il  svu,  „!■  ut„„.t  400  pa-rs  ..acli.     Tl,.  ty),..  ciuploycMl  will  l.e  .small 
px-a,  ot    .l.-ivr,  I„,l,|    facr,  aii.l   the    pap.-r   will    lu,  cum"s,,<,n.l..ut    to  the 
,-..■.»,. ,al  Mi.Tl.ani.'al  exclleiice  in  ..th.-r  re.spects.     Each  voUmw  will  cuii- 
tain  a  si.lr...!i,ily-rxo<-ut,.l  portrait  ....  .stecI,  ami  an  ex.pii.sitely  -lesi-iinl 
st....|  r,MM,.,na.ic  vi-nettf  titl-  pa-e.     The...:  havr  hcen  ..nuravcl  l.v  .s'on.e 
ot   th..  n.cst  .skille.I  .ntists  in  tl.i.   I.raneh  of  a.f,  in  America,  a.l-l  will 
hoar  c..nii.aris„n    with   ti.e    ehoice.st   woi  k   of  oM^r   lan.l.s.      A   number 
"I"  -th.'.-  en-ravin-.^  suitable  for  th..  .lue  illustration  of  the  volumes  will 
aLoaeeompany  the  letterpress.     They  have   been  prepare-l  by  Cana.lian 
artists  serially  for  this  work,  ami   will   b.   u.-^rave-I  accorWim^   to  tl,,. 
late.st  developments  of  the  en-iaver's  craft. 
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